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Tokyo Behavior: The Movements of Female Characters in the Films of Ozu and Their Life

Abstract

This text is a research note for producing “Tokyo
Behavior,” created for an exhibition about the past
and future of Tokyo at Tokyo International Cruise
Terminal which is newly built in Odaiba. This work
focuses on the 100 years between the start of
Odaiba land reclamation in 1853 and the release of
OZU’s film “Tokyo Story” in 1953, an era before
Tokyo’s urban infrastructure was built in preparation
for the Tokyo Olympics. It comprises three different
elements-installations, video, and sequential pictures.
There are significant differences between men and
women in their movements, within the Tokyo
lifestyle depicted by Japanese film director OZU
Yasujiro. Beginning with an examination of the
behavior of women-crying, standing up, meandering
around men walking straight ahead, etc. —the
interview with Kazuko Koizumi (researcher of life
history) found structural and universal issues in the
differences between men and women and arrived at
this conclusion via the characteristics of Japanese-
style houses and changes in housework, which were
westernized and complicated. These were presented
as the “lifestyle of the common people” that came
from post-war reconstruction policies and internalized
in Japanese people, including me. If “Shigusa

”

(behavior)” is the smallest unit of the story, this

work questions how it affects imagining from the
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past to the future.
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