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The Vitruvius’ Math Riddle

KRG kg
OHTANI Masayuki

More than 2000 years ago, the Roman architect and military engineer Marcus Vitruvius Pollio had raised the
very interesting math riddle in his treatise De architectura with the aim to test academic competence and
integrity in visible form. The Leonardo da Vinci's drawing, so called “Vitruvian Man”, is well-known as the

answer, but how to solve the riddle remains a mystery. This paper shows that the Vitruvius’ math riddle can be

solved clearly by taking Platonism into consideration and the same values of human body proportions as the

Leonardo’s answer can be obtained along with its rationale. The grandiose purpose of Vitruvius to form social

order is also discussed.
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