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THHEEEZAA—VOM /I TE> TS DTIERLS, A A=V LA Y=L L TERDLTERLEDLBNT
W, LAL, BRUTERAINCE WS K0 b, — D Fa—a 724 R THE I, Zsfi X
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bELEEND, DL ERITRELZTRIED 2 ENHKTEFERIZRICbDOERE LRITHIE R 67
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WHEWIBENELT, TNEWATHHEORAY OLDOICE#EMTD LI RoTz, ZOXHRfLE
WO RRRR L R L WO Z ORI TAEEND Z LI D,
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BSOS (BEGRMNLDD) DI ST LIlhd, ERFOYRRIZLEoTT ey b EE
a2 bOMBEIREBE LTHY . WAMR LD TIERN o720, RRIXZOFEDREMA K T\, 7
YEZU R EW)FEEFERND ISR LR LHIEL 2B LTV Z EIdoT,
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Ambient &1, TR L7z, BV &ELS ] LW EROIEART ThH 5, Ambient DFERIT 16 fitfltz -0~
7 v AFED ambiant b L < 1L 7 7 V55D ambiolE] % (to go round) 1725 < % & &3 TV 5, ambient music
272 E % L LT ambitus music 23& 5723, Z4LiE ambire,ambitus, (ambio 23JCiZ72 > T\ 5) ZFEJR
&% ambit (EEPH, S #N, X)) 225 & T\ 5, ambitus music & ISR ETHRDON D EERK
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A= ENET B FERET TERMLTHC 226 TE 00, BT TEHER) T
b, DEY, A=A —RHBESTHIZLEZHEME LRWERTHY, —DORELHEOSE, £
WBRBEAEVHTERTHD, 79470 A=/ BDIELDTHHORMEZT VP FIa—Vy s b
L CTRELEZDIL, 1978 4ED [Ambientl:Music for Airports] TdH D73, 7o Ex hHEEROEAEE KIT
N LV b =FFiD [Discreet Music] TBEIZHEEEhTWS, £ LTI D [Discreet music] &
[Ambient1:Music for Airports] ®F7 A F— /=7 vy MIEALTO=7 = A REHINT
W2,

UFCA 58T %,

U530
[Discreet music]
Since I have always preferred making plans to executing them, I have gravitated towards situations

and systems that, once set into operation, could create music with little or no intervention on my part.

That is to say, I tend towards the roles of the planner and programmer, and then become an audience

to the results.

Two ways of satisfying this interest are exemplified on this album. "Discreet Music" is a technological
approach to the problem. If there is any score for the piece, it must be the operational diagram of the
particular apparatus I used for its production. The key configuration here is the long delay echo
system with which I have experimented since I became aware of the musical possibilities of tape
recorders in 1964. Having set up this apparatus, my degree of participation in what it subsequently
did was limited to (a) providing an input (in this case, two simple and mutually compatible melodic
lines of different duration stored on a digital recall system) and (b) occasionally altering the timbre of

the synthesizer's output by means of a graphic equalizer.

It is a point of discipline to accept this passive role, and for once, to ignore the tendency to play the
artist by dabbling and interfering. In this case, I was aided by the idea that what I was making was
simply a background for my friend Robert Fripp to play over in a series of concerts we had planned.
This notion of its future utility, coupled with my own pleasure in "gradual processes" prevented me
from attempting to create surprises and less than predictable changes in the piece. I was trying to
make a piece that could be listened to and yet could be ignored... perhaps in the spirit of Satie who

wanted to make music that could "mingle with the sound of the knives and forks at dinner."
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In January this year I had an accident. I was not seriously hurt, but I was confined to bed in a stiff and
static position. My friend Judy Nylon visited me and brought me a record of 18th century harp music.
After she had gone, and with some considerable difficulty, I put on the record. Having laid down, I
realized that the amplifier was set at an extremely low level, and that one channel of the stereo had
failed completely. Since I hadn't the energy to get up and improve matters, the record played on almost
inaudibly. This presented what was for me a new way of hearing music - as part of the ambience of the
environment just as the colour of the light and the sound of the rain were parts of that ambience. It is
for this reason that I suggest listening to the piece at comparatively low levels, even to the extent that

it frequently falls below the threshold of audibility.

SRl

London, September 1975

(AAFEF
IS E TS TRHBEZTENIETO LY b, SHlEZ#L Z L DT NHFE o7, ENLRITOWw-
ABEHLEORITFLEACNAETELERZEVHEDL L O R, ARV Faxz—va RV AT

DR HIT TE e, Vo THNZQIIEEER 70 /7~ —OKENCEEY, £ L THZDE

MIHBEOFT —FT A T AT B ENH T LT,

ZORKREHREESWD 2 O0DHERZ DT NS AIRENTWS, [DISCREET MUSIC) 1%, Z ORIBEICKS
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[Ambient1: Music for Airports]
The concept of music designed specifically as a background feature in the environment was pioneered
by Muzak Inc. in the fifties, and has since come to be known generically by the term Muzak. The
connotations that this term carries are those particularly associated with the kind of material that
Muzak Inc. produces - familiar tunes arranged and orchestrated in a lightweight and derivative
manner. Understandably, this has led most discerning listeners (and most composers) to dismiss

entirely the concept of environmental music as an idea worthy of attention.

Over the past three years, I have become interested in the use of music as ambience, and have come to
believe that it is possible to produce material that can be used thus without being in any way
compromised. To create a distinction between my own experiments in this area and the products of the

various purveyors of canned music, I have begun using the term Ambient Music.

An ambience is defined as an atmosphere, or a surrounding influence: a tint. My intention is to produce

original pieces ostensibly (but not exclusively) for particular times and situations with a view to
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building up a small but versatile catalogue of environmental music suited to a wide variety of moods

and atmospheres.

Whereas the extant canned music companies proceed from the basis of regularizing environments by
blanketing their acoustic and atmospheric idiosyncracies, Ambient Music is intended to enhance these.
Whereas conventional background music is produced by stripping away all sense of doubt and
uncertainty (and thus all genuine interest) from the music, Ambient Music retains these qualities. And
whereas their intention is to ‘brighten' the environment by adding stimulus to it (thus supposedly
alleviating the tedium of routine tasks and levelling out the natural ups and downs of the body

rhythms) Ambient Music is intended to induce calm and a space to think.

Ambient Music must be able to accomodate many levels of listening attention without enforcing one in

particular; it must be as ignorable as it is interesting.

(R AFER
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