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THE WORLD HERITAGE SUGANUMA VILLAGE

THE HISTORIC VILLAGES OF SHIRAKAWA-GO AND GOKAYAMA-
TRADITIONAL HOUSES IN THE GASSHO - STYLE

"The Historic Villages of Shirakawa-go and Gokayama* were inscribed
upon the World Henlage List m December 1995 under the terms of the
UNESCO G the ion of the worlds cultural
and natural heritage. Inscription on this list comfims the outstanding
universal value of cultural or natural sites which deserve protection for
the benefit of all humanity.

This World Heritage property,"The Historic Villages of Shirakawa-go
and Gokayama is composed of a set of three historic villages ; Suga-
), Ainokura(Tai ).and Ot

mura).
in Village, nine ho-style houses, three non-Gassho
sty\e houses and a number of earthen - walled and wooden - walled
h are on the list of structs to be conserved, together with
the surrounding imigated rice fields, dry crop land and shrine groves.
In spite of its smalt size , Suganuma is important as an example of an
entire village that retains its historic authenticity.

The Gassho-style house is defined as one which has a hatched gable
roof, with a truss-like structure and a roof slope steep enough to provide
adequate space for active use inside the roof volume. This type of fam-
house is very unique ,not found in any other part of Japan . With the
large,steeply-sioped roof innovated to bear heavy snow loads as well
as to provide several interior attic levels which could be utilized for
sericulture this house type-featuring its truss-like frame system with pin
connections and cross - bracing is quite rational and is regarded as
one of the most highly developed farmhouse types in terms of both
structural and functional efficiency.

In the past, almost ali of the villages in this area had many Gassho-
style houses , but now only three villages . including Suganuma still
retain the original character and beauty of the traditional landscape
preserving their timeless value as would cultural properties.
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